overview of the crisis that places it within the larger context of Sudan's history. Scott Straus, a political scientist at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, presents a comparative study of the genocides perpetrated in Rwanda (in 1994) and in Darfur. Samuel Totten, a scholar of genocide studies at the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, provides a critique of the US State Department's Atrocities Documentation Project-whose data resulted in the determination by the US government that genocide had been (and possibly continued to be) perpetrated in Darfur-along with a critique of the motives and ramifications of the ''finding'' of genocide. Kelly D. Askin, a lawyer, scholar, and expert on mass rape, delineates and discusses the crimes that have been perpetrated against girls and women in Darfur since early 2003. Jerry Fowler, a lawyer and the staff director of the Committee on Conscience at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, presents an argument as to why and how, under international law, the situation in Darfur constitutes genocide. Finally, Canadian military officer Major Brent Beardsley, who served as personal assistant to the force commander of the United Nations Mission in Rwanda during the 1994 Rwandan genocide, reflects on the failure of the international community to stop the genocide in Rwanda and the significance of the latter vis-a-vis the ongoing tragedy in Darfur.
The aim of this special issue on Darfur is to provide readers with a sense of what is taking place on the ground in Darfur, the international community's reaction to the crisis, and the ramifications of the latter for the people of Darfur, and for efforts to develop effective means for preventing and/or stanching genocide. In many ways, it is also a lamentation for lives lost and an expression of frustration and anger over what could have been but wasn't, since the international community seems stuck in its affinity for realpolitik.
